Elder Qualification Test

An evaluafion designed o help determine a man’s maturity, measured by the
standards seft forth in Titus 1:6-9 and 1 Timothy 3:2-7.

Person being evaluated:

Person who is doing evaluation:




How To Use This Test

This is a tool fo help discern whether (or how closely) a man is qualified to be an elder.

For any man who is seriously being considered for appointment as an Elder, the test
should be taken by:

1) The man himself.

2) All the Elders who know him.

3) His wife (or roommate).

4) Other leaders who are close to him.

For those aspiring to leadership but not close fo being appointed, the fest should e
taken by:

1) The man himself.
2) The Elder who knows him best.
3) His wife (or roommate).

After this test is taken, the results should be discussed by the leadership and shared with
the man whose life is being scrutinized. After taking the test, you will read on page 16
further instructions on how to use the results.



Prescription and Description

Church leadership, as with many other biblical doctrines, are exposed in the Word by
both prescription as well as description. With Eldership, the Word shows us actual,
specific requirements that are prescribed for Eldership (all but one are character issues);
additionally, however, the Word also variously describes the role and task of an Elder
through other biblical fexts, stories, and correspondence, primarily in the New Testament
Epistles.

To get an accurate picture of the role and character of an Elder, we will look at both of
these elements to assess the aspiring Elder.



Prescriptive Qualifications

A. Above Reproach (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2

Definition: Greek word "anepilepfos” means "nof fo lay hold of.” That which cannot
be laid hold of. Not open fo censure, irreproachable, irreprehensible.  Phillips
franslation: of blameless reputation. Amplified Bible: give no grounds for accusation
but must be above reproach.

Blameless (NIV) Verse: Titus 1:6,7
Definition: Greek word “anegkleilous” means "not open to censure, irreproachable,
unrebukable, irreprehensible.” Phillips translation: unquestioned integrity, of

unimpeachable virtue. Amplified Bible: men who are of unquestionable integrity and
are irreproachable.

1. Are there people who would question or oppose his aspiration to be an Elder, or
would question his lifestyle as a Christian?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure
2. Do those closest fo him (wife, friends) believe he is qualified, character-wise, to be an
Elder?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Does he believe he is quadlified, character-wise, to be an Elder?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

4. Is he open and vulnerable with others concerning his personal life?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

Give real examples of who he is accountable to and vulnerable with:

Additional Comments:




B. Husband of One Wife (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:6

—_

. Is it true that neither he nor his wife (if he is married) have been divorced?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Note: Use "Additional Comments” below if there was a biblically based divorce or a
divorce that happened before he was a believer.

Is he faithful to his wife physically? (If single, does he have control of his sexual

desires?)

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Is he pure in his relationships with other women in the church?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Does he have a high moral standard as to what he reads, or wafches (videos, TV
shows and movies, or the Internet)?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Has he had a history of past pornography use or other adultery or indiscretion? If so,

write out in detail information you are aware of in the "Additional Comments.”

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

Additional Comments:




C. Temperate (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2
Definition: Greek word “nephalios” means “sober, clear-thinking, mentally alert, able
fo make sound judgments.” Thayer franslatfion: a state unfouched by any

slumberous or beclouding influence. Phillips translation: a man of self-confrol.
Amplified Bible: circumspect and femperafte and self-confrolled.

1. Does he regularly deny himself lioertfies, for the sake of benefiting others? (Romans
14; 1 Corinthians 8 & 10)

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

2. Does he make flippant comments, remarks, and decisions based out of emotion,
frustration, or defeat?
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Is he often erratic with his thoughts, decisions, and personal inferaction? Is he
inconsistent with his judgments?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

4. Does he respond well when confronted with discouraging circumstances?
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

5. Is he free from significant and uncontrolled financial debts (excluding a house, car,
or school loan)?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

Additional Comments:




D. Prudent or Sensible (NASB) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8

Definition: Greek word ‘sophron” means “discreet, reasonable, sensible, serious,
sound mind, self-controlled.” Implies sound judgment and a disciplined state of mind
not characterized by impulsiveness or given fo exfremes. New International Version:
self-controlled. Phillips translation: a man of discretion. Amplified Bible: sensible and
well behaved, sober-minded (discreet).

1. Does he generally display good common sense, particularly in relational, financial,
and other priority areas?
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

2. Does he show discretion when speaking of others? Does he avoid gossiping or
speaking negatively about others?
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Is he reasonable when approached on any matters? Is he easy to confront and
peaceful when challenged?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

4. Does he avoid extremes? Does he avoid impulsive decisions?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

5. Does he consistently go to the Word of God when making important decisions?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

6. Does he regularly seek out corporate prayer with others when making decisions?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




E. Respectable (NASB. NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2

Definition: Greek word ‘kosmios” means, ‘modest, honorable, decent, orderly,
proper, ftfrim, adorned, decorated, organized, attractive, beautiful.” Webster's
Dictionary: worthy of respect, decent or correct in character or behavior, proper.
Wuest translation: one whose life is in accord with the posifion he holds and which is
an adornment fo it. Phillips franslation: a man of disciplined life. Amplified Bible:
dignified and orderly (disciplined) life.

1. Are his words consistently worthy of respect and godliness, seasoned with salt? Are
those around him consistently blessed by his words towards them?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

2. Do those closest to him respect him as he exudes consistency in all areas of his life?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Does he have a clear direction for his life?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

4. Does he keep the priority of God, marriage, children, ministry?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




-

. Hospitable (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8

Definition: Greek word "philoxenos” means “lover of strangers, hospitable.” Webster’s
Dictionary: given fo generous and cordial reception or guests, offering a pleasant or
sustaining environment, readily receptive. Amplified Bible: hospitable, showing love
for and being a friend to believers, especially strangers or foreigners.

1. Does he offen use his home to minister to people?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

2. Af church meetings, does he go out of his way to meet visitors or people he doesn’t
know?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Does he generally have a cheerful countenance? Do you consistently know “what
you will get” when he walks info a room, and is “what you get” consistently positive
and life-giving?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

4. Does he regularly invite people to church?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




G. Able to Teach (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:2

3.

Definition: Greek word “didaktfikos” means “apft to teach.” Phillips translafion: have
the gift of feaching. Amplified Bible: be a capable and qualified feacher.

Note: This is the only “ability” that is required of an Elder. It is also the only distinctly
different quality from those required for Deaconship. Both Elders and Deacons are
expected to adhere to the same basic character requirements, but an Elder must be
able to teach aptly. Additionally, both Elders and Deacons should be able to share
their faith with others confidently, but Elders need to be able to do it publicly with
accuracy, quality, with the gift of teaching.

Is he able to share the Word of God in a public group and have a good effect?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Could he be frusted to teach on occasion on a Sunday morning or other large
corporate meeting, such as a mid-week service or larger ministry meeting?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Describe how he has been fested in this area:

Is there clear growth in the lives of the people with whom he shares the Word?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Has he led people to Christ?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

Have there been people who have joined the church because of his sharing the
Word of God with them?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




H. Not Addicted to Wine (NASB) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7

Definition: Greek word "paroinos” means "a man who sits foo long at his wine, given
fo wine, drunken.” New International Version: not given to drunkenness. Phillips
franslation: not infemperate, not overly fond of wine. Amplified Bible: not given to
wine, nof given fo drink.

1. Has he had a history of drinking too much or abusing drugs, both illegal and
legal/prescription? If so, please explain below.

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

2. Have you or someone that knows him ever withessed him or suspected him as
drinking foo much or inappropriately? If so, explain below.
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. When is the last time he or she drank oo much or abused any type of drugs, whether
legal, illegal, recreational, or prescription?

4. Does this person ever drink alcohol? If so, how much, for what occasions, and how
often, to the degree that you know?

5. Has this person ever used, or does he currently every use, any tobacco related
products, such as cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, hookah, chewing tobacco, e-
cigareftes, the patch, nicofine gum, etc.? If yes, please explain your understanding.

6. Has this person, or does this person, have any medical prescriptions that may
potentially be addiction forming or alter their mood, behavior, or mental awareness?
Including, but not limited o, pain relievers, anti-depressants, sleeping pills, etc.

Additional Comments:




I. Not Pugnacious (NASB) Verse: 1 Timothy 3:3
Definition: Greek word “plekfes” means “excessively inclined to quarrel or fight, a

bully, striker, quarreler.” New Infernational Version: not violent. Phillips franslation: not
violent. Amplified Bible: not combative.

1. Is he able to maintain a concern for a person though personally offended by that
person?
Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends No Unsure

2. Is he diligent not to receive accusations against other people except on the basis of

two or three withesses?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

3. Does he consistently abandon potential quarrels?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

4. Does he handle criticism well?

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




J. Not Violent...But Gentle (NASB, NIV) Verse: 1 Timothy 3.3, Titus 1.7

pefinition

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Yes, Definitely  For the Most Part  Sometimes/Depends  No Unsure

Additional Comments:




